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POPULATION 630.000 

AREA 240 sq km 

CURRENCY: EURO �1=$1.22=£0.67 

TELEPHONE CODES Italy:39, Genoa:10 

01 
 

TIME GMT+1 
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Genoa, Genova in Italian, (don’t confuse with 
Geneve!)  is one of Europe’s best-kept secrets. 
His popularity aroused a little with Columbian 
Expo 1992 but in 2004, thanks to the election to 
European Capital of Culture the city attirate 
visitors from all over the world. 
 In that period of recovery there has been an 
exponential growth of traffic and of the role of the 
port. In fact, once again it is in the history of the 
port that we can read about the history of the city: 
it is once again the most important in the 
Mediterranean, the place of commercial and 
industrial activities, but also the point of arrival 

and passing point for tourism and, indeed in its 
historical restructured part, (the Old Port), a 
tourist/cultural area par excellence which 
connects the marvellous old part of the city to the 
sea.  
The new economic-strategic design of the city 
sees Genoa as a port, and a tourist and cultural 
city, oriented towards facilities, where more and 
more frequently there is the assertion of an 
economy which has a technical character too, 
connected to electronics and computers, on a 
private level or multinational level. 
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How many people know that Genoa's Centro 
Storico is the largest preserved medieval city 
centre in Europe, and perhaps the densest and 
most labyrinthine-a kasbah, as Renzo Piano 
says? But it seems that the Genoese like it that 
way: there may be no another city with so much to 
offer that is so majestically indifferent to marketing 
itself. And this self-possession is the source of the 

air of unshakable integrity that Genoa projects. 
One of Genoa's great charms is that nobody pays 
it any attention, and the visitor has it pretty much 
to himself. The trick in this city is to open yourself 
to accidental…
 

 



 

������

��������	���
�
 
 
 
 

���

� A / PONTE PARODI 
 
For  the refurbishment of Ponte 
Parodi an international design 
competition took place on and was 
won by the Dutch UN Studio Van 
Berkel and Bos: in 2007 there will be 
public spaces, car parks, service 
areas on the dock level, a cruise 
terminal, a technological and media 
entertainment centre, a shopping 
centre and a pool on the sea 

B / MUSEO DEL MARE 
 
A new and innovative 
museum structure, with a 
Sea and Navigation theme 
in the Galata building, 
designed by Guillermo 
Vasquez Consuegra; he 
packed with glass old 
docks, and placed a 
restaurant on the roof 
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Named after Galata quartier in Istambul, 
genoese colony in the past, the reclaiming 
 of this Dockyard started concretely in 
1991, with the starting of works for the 

creation of the Faculty of Economics and 
Business, opened in 1995. After was refurbished  
the Cembalo building, intended for homes, 
business and facilities, and with the refitting dock, 
where there is also the plan to set up a qualified 
sailing school.  Now old docks are offices to rent, 
and stores and bars starts to open along this part 
of the harbour. The engine of all this renovation is  
the new Galata Museum of the Sea located in the 
ancient Arsenal, in which the Republic of Genoa it 
constructed and it launched the own fleet. Under 
its arched are passes soldiers to you of every 
origin, sailors and genovesi, enslaved masters of 
axe, force to you and galeotti, shipowners and 

traders. The four plans of the building, realize to you in ages various, they have crossed 
four centuries of history, uses you in the time like foundry of guns, laboratory of veleria, 
military fort, and warehouse for the goods. Guillermo Vazquez Consuegra, the Spanish 
architect whom he has Galata plan, ago to live again the ancient building wrapping it in 
one new "skin" of crystal, steel and wood, and creating a game of transparencies that give 
unexpected ends on the surrounding city. 
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One of the most thing intriguing in Genoa are the layers: city grows from medioeve to last century 
and in the same building you can read all the layers given by the time. So, in a city full of 
medioeve, renaissance (all palazzi of Via Garibaldi;formerly Strada Nuova,  were seen by Rubens) 
baroque and neoclassical style people pass by building from the ’30 and ’50 as they aren’t nothing 
to see.  Recently, thanks to exhibitions, people pay attention to these building by Piacentini, Vietti 
and Morozzo della Rocca, Albini and Daneri, the genoese modernist school. The area called Foce, 
gained during the ’30 with the covering of the mouth of Bisagno river, is like a catalog of modernist 
architecture. One of the best is Villa Ollandini, a masterpiece of Robaldo Morozzo Della Rocca. 
Also 1956 Franco Albini’s Interior design for Museo del Tesoro di San Lorenzo, is a work of art 
itself. Otherwise, Porto Antico area is like a catalogue of Renzo Piano architecture: Aquarium, 
Bigo, Magazzini del Cotone and 
Biosfera. 
 
 A A/ FIERA DEL MARE  
 
In the Foce Area, ther’s the Genova Fair. The S 
pavilion, more known like Palasport, is one of the 
first European examples of large tensostructure.  
Planned from pool of architects and engineers of 
prestige (Finzi, Martinoja, Pagani, Sironi) and 
completed in 1962, it is developed on three plans, 
the flat land of the diameter of 160 meters and two 
galleries for a surface of 31.000 square meters. 
 
B/ MUSEO DEL TESORO DI SAN LORENZO 
The museum designed in 1956 by Franco Albini 
cannot be understood and fully appreciated with a 
single glance: short corridors lead to a small 
atrium opening out onto the first circular space. Then an irregular-shaped central room holds a further three circular 
spaces of increasing size.  
The floors and walls are grey, in local calcareous  
stone. The ceilings are of cement, and are covered 
 in ribs laid out in opposing rays.�
 

 
B         
 
C/CASA OLLANDINI 
Designed by Robaldo Morozzo della Rocca in 1950, has a grand piano shape: a bomb partially destroyed a square 
building so the architect decided to preserve this new shape and covered this side with glass. 
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The area of the old harbour in Genoa rises above the aged piers of the formerly most glorious port in Italy 
and the Mediterranean, amid the city skyscrapers and the largest medieval historical centre in Europe. 
Refurbished on the occasion of the 1992 Columbus Celebrations, the old harbour has now become a cultural 
rendez-vous for the public inseparably linked to the city's new vocation in tourism. This is the Genoese 
window onto the Mediterranean, conceived and constructed by the genius of Renzo Piano so as to give the 
city back its historical harbour, the pleasure of leisurely walking along the port piers and visiting the sea from 
its old centre. The latter was formerly prevented because of customs barriers, enclosures and silos. The old 
harbour opens up to the Mediterranean all of a sudden, from a narrow back street, from a dark arcade, from 
a bend on the flyover, the fast-flowing traffic carriageway crossing Genoa. This is the area of the biggest 
Aquarium in Europe, visited by six million in as few as five years, a nine-screen cinema complex, the ex-
cotton warehouses Congress centre second only to Lingotto, Turin, Città dei Bambini (Kiddiestown) and the 
Antarctica, Sea and Navigation museums. Genoa's window onto the Mediterranean is immediately 
discernible from the sea, the hills and the top floors of city buildings because of the white silhouette of the 
Crane arms, the symbolic structure of the 1992 Expo; it was conceived as a ship cargo crane emerging from 
the sea mass of the harbour pier and reigns with its powerful arms as the foremost original attraction of the 
area.  
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Genoa discovered the concept of “design 
hotel” only few years, when Locanda di 
Palazzo Cicala opened his doors in a 
17th century noble palace just in front of 
San Lorenzo Cathedral. Owned by an 
important Genoese family, the place 
became soon the coolest hotel in the 
city.  
If you like tradition the best address is 
Hotel Bristol in a Belle Epoque palace in 
via XX Settembre, the commercial heart 
of Genoa: don’t miss wonderful flower 
stand designed in 1925 by fascist artist 
Duilio Cambellotti. If you pay attention to 
budget, the best spot is Hotel Colombo, 
a two star hotel near Porta Soprana, a 
medieval door of the city. Small rooms but well  
decorated with price from 50 Euros. In the very heart 
of Genoa, behind Via Roma, the fashion street, you 
can find City Hotel, just behind Louis Vuitton store. 
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� A / PALAZZO CICALA 
 
Only six roomsfullty equipped with  
fax, dvd, internet connection, satellite 
If you like furniture and lightning  
from Moroso, Flos, Cappellini, Alias 
and Minotti this is your place. And, 
last but non the least you are in front 
of the cathedral of San Lorenzo. You 
can also have dinner in the 
basement, in orange painted 
restaurant “Cantine Squarciafico” 

B / BRISTOL PALACE 
 
A new and innovative museum A 
former upper class mansion from 
the end of the ninetheenth century, 
in the very central street of Via XX 
Settembre, the Hotel Bristol Palace 
in Genoa became the hotel of 
choice where the nobility of the city 
came to spend their evenings in 
society 

C / CITY HOTEL 
 
The Best Western City Hotel is an 
oasis of peace located in the heart of 
the city and a few steps from Teatro 
dell'Opera, Palazzo Ducale, 
museums on via Garibaldi. 
soundproof rooms equipped with 
elegant furniture. Enjoy their classy 
suites which have a wonderful view 
of the historical center, the American 
bar, and the renowned restaurant 'Le 
Rune,' with medieval halls and an 
open air terrace. The hotel was 
refurbished in 2002.  
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A/ SISSI MAGNANI 
 
She’s just 25 years old, but her 
work of art is a mix of pop culture, 
Murakami’s wasabi and Britney 
Spears. 
From � 1200  
Via Garibaldi 12 Interior Design, Via 
Garibaldi 12/1, tel: 0102530365 
 

B/ ROSOLIO DROPS  
 
According to legend, Catherine de 
Medici was known to bathe in 
Rosolio, and the Romanengo 
family has encapsulated this 
magic flower extract in a small 
sugar drop that is flavored with 
roses, lemon, blue curacao, peach, 
anice, lime, and orange. The sugar 
casing will pop after you put it in 
your mouth yielding the unique 
flavor of its contents.  
� 11 for 1,6 oz box,  Pasticceria 
Romanengo, piazza Soziglia 71R, tel: 
0102474574 

C/ REMOTE CONTROLLER 
HOLDER 
 
Available in 39 kind of leather 
(including ponyskin) it fits to 
differents sizes of sofa’s arms. 
Handmade in Genova. 
� 250 B.home interiors, Via Garibaldi 
12E, , tel: 01025323464 

A 
 
B 

C 

 
 F 

D/ ACQUA DI GENOVA 
 
"An ancient jewel of the 19th 
century taste." Acqua di Genova is 
the most famous export of Genoa, 
Italy, since Christopher Columbus. 
Each bottle is hand crafted by 
Italian artisans, with a gold bulb 
atomizer. Regal and classic, a 
product with a true touch of old 
world charm. 
� 75 for 3.4 oz., Caleri, Piazza De 
Ferrari 7R tel: 010581312 

E/ RENZO PIANO CUTLERY 
 
Not only architecture. The soft and 
user-friendly cutlery service he 
has created on 1998 is the 
smallest thing he has ever 
designed. An extension of the 
hand. The cutlery series has a 
hollow handle in polished 
stainless steel. 
 
� 105 five piece set,, Via Garibaldi 12 
Interior Design, Via Garibaldi 12/1, 
tel: 0102530365 

F/ ESSENCE OF GENOA 
BOOK 
 
The “Genoa coffee table book” 
with stunning pictures taken by a  
bolognese photographer fallen in 
love with the city some year ago.  
Here are depicted the many faces 
of the city, from old harbour to 
glass and concrete skyscrapers. 
 
� 37, Bookshop dei Musei di Strada 
Nuova, Via Garibaldi 9 
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A / GARIBALDICAFE’ 
Garibaldicafè, a vaulted 
space with pillars 
running incongruously 
down the middle, 
armchairs, and 
newspapers in four 
languages.The 
bartender makes a 
particulary exquisite 
version of shakerato. 
 
salita Quattro canti di San 
Francesco tel 0102470847�
 
 

 
 
B / CHICHIBIO 
Opened in 2004, Chichibio is 
like to have dinner inside a 
catalogue of  contemporary 
furniture: guess who 
designed chairs and 
chandeliers while you wait 
your main course… Genoese 
people use to say that is a bit 
a Sex & the city place! 
Via D. Chiossone, 20/R. Tel. 010 
2476191�
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C / SOPRANIS�
Sopranis Restaurant is in the heart of the historical 
centre of Genoa, near Saint Lorenzo Cathedral 
and it’s located in the basement of Soprani’s 
Palace, architectonic pearl built in 1594, 
completely restored.��
Piazza Valoria, 1R, tel: 010 247.30.30�
�

�

�

�
D/ PORTALI 
A cool spot for aperitivo, “Portali art café” designed by Aristo 
Ciruzzi, formerly set designer of Rossellini and Orson 
Welles 
Via ai Quattro canti di San Francesco 32R 

�

�

�
 E / TORO SUSHI�
The latest sushi, opened it summer 2005. 
Colors are white and silver but light is 
constantly changing the atmosphere. Try 
some of teppenyaky specility while you 
are seating on a aluminum chair from US 
navy, a stone’s throw from Renzo Piano 
architecture in Porto Antico.�
Magazzini del Cotone - Galleria dell'Elica, tel. 
0108604386 



�

������

�	��������
 
 
 
 

���

A / MAXELA 
 
It means Butchery in Genoese 
dialect: during the day you can 
buy meat to take home or you 
can choose the steak you can 
eat inside. One piece of 
attraction is the Berkel slicer, 
original from the ’50. If it’s too 
crowd you can try in his new 
branch, called Taggiou (it 
means chopping board), few 
meters ahead, Vico Superiore 
del Ferro 8. 

 
 

B / LE COLONNE DI SAN BERNARDO 
 
The owner of this place, Michele Serrano was an 
actor, a journalist and an antiquarian. He 
developed a special menu with some recipe’s from 
his grandma house.   

    

A 
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Lorenzo Bagnara studied history of art at Genoa University 
before enjoying family business at Via Garibaldi 12, Genoa 
design’s Mecca. He often say hilariously that people get 
married only for have a wedding list inside his store. 
Lorenzo likes to hang out in the historical centre, really next 
to the store. Favourite hounts include at lunch  Maxela 
(Vico inferiore del Ferro 9-11, tel 0102474209) and Enoteca 
Exultate (Piazza Lavagna 15r., tel. 0102512605) For the 
ritual of aperitivo his favourites spots are during the 
summer Capo Santa Chiara, a bar over the rocks at the east 
end of the city, (Via Flavia 5, tel. 339861767) and in cold 
months at Clan (salita pallavicini 25, tel. 0102541098) 
where after aperitivo he cross the street and have dinner at 
Chichibio, (Via D. Chiossone, 20/R. Tel. 0102476191) 
under Ingo Maurer’s chandelier. Sometimes he joins friends 
at GaribaldiCafè (salita Quattro canti di San Francesco tel 
0102470847). To eat sushi and buy clothes in the same time 
he go to Sushiside 010599368 but for a very particular 
dinner his favourite place is Le Colonne di San Bernardo, 
on Friday at the centre of the life spin of the historical 
centre, near the Faculty of Architecture. Here he loves the 
sweet spaghetti all’astice with martini bianco. 
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If time is tight, you should 
confine yourself to a wander 
around galleries, so we 
suggest to walk to 12 of Via 
Garibaldi where you wander 
into a simply neoclassical 
foyer. Walking up the stairs, 
on the other side of a glass 
wall, you discover Via 
Garibaldi 12 Interior Design 
Store, one of coolest spot of 
Genoa. Each room, had its 
own little treasure, but best of 
all is a wildly gilt dining room 
remodeled in the style of 
Versailles by Cristoforo Spinola, who had served as ambassador to France in the late 
eighteen century. Under frescoes with episodes of roman history in laying a Zaha Hadid 

sofa, one of a lot of pieces introduced in the store by 
William Sawaya from Sawaya & Moroni, who made the 
interior design of the store in 2001. Here you can find 
from bauhaus Kpm porcelain to Tom Dixon's lucite 
bowls. Really a Mecca if you are for designaddicted.  
 
Via Garibaldi 12 Interior Design  
tel 0039010 2530365 fax 0039 010 2532464 
www.viagaribaldi12.com
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